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Whereas the people of this {tate have heretofore been com=
pelied by the lords proprietary of Maryland, or the naval of-
ficers azling under their appointment and dirc&tions, to pay
2 duty of twelve-pence fterling per hogfhead on all tobacco
exported thereouf, and the coll:&ion of that duty continued
for upwards of forty years, without any law to juftify the
{fame: And whercas {he payment of quit-rent hath ceafed
throughout the Unitel States fince the late happy revolution,
and found policy requires, that the {tate of Maryland fhould
not be dittinguifhed from all others, and that the quit-rent
{hould ccafe as an cquivalent for the money fo unjuftly
exasted:

Be it therefore enacéled, That nothing hercin contained {hall
be dermed, conftrued, or taken, to fubjcdt the inhabitants
of this ftate to the payment of quit-rent for the }ands they
may bave in pofleffion, or be juftly entitled unto, but that

‘the fame fhall ceafe and be for ever hereafter abolifhed, any

law, ufge, or cuftom. to the contrary notwithftanding.

And be it enafled, ‘Fhat no perfon oFf perfons whatever,
comprchended within the above defcription of a Britifh fub-
je&, fhall at any time hereafier be profecuted -Or punifhed

for treafon of felony, or any other crime or offznce againit
the laws of this ftate, 252 furjeck thereo®, but fhall in every
refpect be deemed and taken to be a {ubject of the king of
Great-Britain, any law or ufage to the contrary notwith-
ftanding.. .
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